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Road Work Ahead: Port Of Miami Tunnel Project

By Michael Williams

One of the biggest road projects in South Florida is arguably the most controversial, fending off legal threats just weeks before groundbreaking. The project is the Port of Miami Tunnel, finally coming off the drawing boards.

A bit of background first: cargo trucks rumble through downtown Miami and over the port bridge, to and from the Port of Miami. Traffic bottlenecks are a regular problem and threaten to put the brakes on expanding cargo business. That is where the $1 billion tunnel project comes in.

Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Alvarez said, “I truly believe the tunnel will have a tremendous impact on the future of our economy.”
Preliminary work is set to start next month. By 2014, the target date for completion the tunnel would divert truck traffic off I-395 (MacArthur Causeway) and into a tunnel heading to and from the Port of Miami.

Miami Beach officials are worried, though, that they will pay dearly for all this in the form of traffic choking construction delays that could hamper business and tourists headed to South Beach. Beach officials would prefer that tunnel project work begin at the port, not Watson Island as is now planned. And they don't rule out legal action if their traffic concerns are not addressed.

Miami Beach City Manager Jorge Gonzalez said, “We are not looking to kill the project. We just want to make sure Miami Beach's interests are also considered as decisions are made.”
The Florida Department of Transportation says the MacArthur Causeway will not lose any lanes of traffic during construction. Mayor Alvarez argues the port tunnel project has been endlessly debated. He says the time for delay should be finished.

Alvarez told CBS4's Michael Williams, “We have studied it, we have dedicated the money, we have sold the bonds, picked a company and have groundbreaking in about four weeks.”

That timetable is still on. Now all sides wait to see if caution lights will slow it or stop it and we will keep you posted in the weeks ahead.
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