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Local perspectives
MIAMI BEACH

FDOT, CITY SHOULD WORK TOGETHER

Miami Beach Mayor Matti Herrera Bower's call for a big modification of the construction plan for the Port of Miami tunnel has shaken up Florida Department of Transportation officials. No wonder. The mayor literally asked that the plan be turned on its head, with construction beginning at the port instead of on Watson Island. 

FDOT says this would be a deal breaker for a plan years in the making. The complex financing alone could fall apart if the plan changes much at this point.

Ms. Bower's concern is over traffic on the MacArthur Causeway during and after construction. She argues that Miami Beach is a major economic engine for the county and that its traffic is already compromised.

FDOT plans to build another eastbound road on the south side of the causeway to accommodate traffic during construction in the median between the road's eastbound and westbound lanes. It promises that traffic won't be slowed or detoured once the new road is in place, though there will be some lane closings during off-peak hours.

Occasional disruptions are to be expected, and FDOT has the right plan for dealing with the construction phase.

But Ms. Bower has another worry that needs more attention from FDOT. That's her concern for when the tunnel is done and the estimated 7,000 trucks expected to use the MacArthur to reach the tunnel join eastbound Beach traffic. It's also estimated that thousands of other drivers will switch from the port bridge to the tunnel.

Since FDOT blocked off access to the Julia Tuttle Causeway for drivers using the southbound I-95 express toll lanes, more Beach-bound drivers use the MacArthur, adding yet more vehicles to it.

Ms. Bower is asking FDOT to do the math and come up with a plan for keeping causeway traffic flowing. One idea would be a dedicated, barriered left lane for port traffic only. Ms. Bower is taking the long view on a future potential traffic problem. So should FDOT. 
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