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Official Groundbreaking For Port Of Miami Tunnel
By Lisa Cilli 
The Florida Department of Transportation held the official groundbreaking Friday for one of the biggest road projects in South Florida: a $1 billion tunnel that will connect the Port of Miami to the MacArthur Causeway. The groundbreaking was held on Watson Island to mark the start of the tunnel project which officials want completed by 2014. 

When completed, the tunnel will divert truck traffic off I-395 (MacArthur Causeway) and into a tunnel heading to and from the Port of Miami in order to reduce traffic congestion in downtown Miami. 

It's going to take a boring machine 42-feet in diameter to dig the two tunnels under Biscayne Bay. Each of the twin tubes is to be 41-feet in diameter and about 3,900 feet long. They'll also reach a depth of 120 feet below the water.

Governor Charlie Crist praised the start of construction of the Port of Miami Tunnel project. In a press release Crist said, "Construction of the Port of Miami Tunnel will help put Florida on the road to economic recovery by strengthening the Port as a long-term economic engine for the region. The Tunnel will help create jobs, ease congestion and improve safety in the heart of Miami." 

 As far as traffic impact, the project involves reconfiguring roads and widening the MacArthur Causeway, with a new lane planned for each direction. 

In May, construction started on a frontage road parallel to the causeway and work began on the eastbound lanes to shift traffic there. 

Around September, work is to begin in the median between the bridge's eastbound and westbound lanes, which will serve as the main construction staging area. 

Three lanes in each direction will remain open during peak traffic, but there will be some temporary lane closures during off-peak hours. 

Project partners including the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), the Miami Access Tunnel (MAT) team, Miami-Dade County and the City of Miami attended Friday's groundbreaking ceremony. 

"The tunnel will become a reality thanks to all parties working together on this unique public-private partnership," said FDOT Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos. "After years of planning, the project will enhance port access and reduce congestion in downtown Miami caused by port traffic."
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