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South Florida ports seek more trade with Brazil

Representatives from Santos, Brazil's largest port, visited the Port of Miami. Next up: Port Everglades.

BY MIMI WHITEFIELD
A 46-member delegation from the Brazilian port of Santos -- the largest in Latin America -- visited the Port of Miami on Thursday, and Miami officials were eager to put their best foot forward.

Even though Brazil, Latin America's largest economy, is Florida's top trading partner, it ranked 27th in fiscal 2009 in doing business with the Port of Miami.

``One of the things I'm not happy about is the Port of Miami's market share with Brazil is declining. This is a trend that we have to reverse,'' said Port Director Bill Johnson. 

So important is the Brazilian market that Johnson said he'd like to have a full-time representative to serve Sao Paulo and Santos, the world's largest citrus and sugar exporting port.

``We want to focus on how we can grow business with Brazil -- and the port of Santos particularly,'' Johnson said after the delegation toured the port. The group included the Santos port director, three mayors, two federal legislators and maritime executives.

The Santos delegation, which visited the Panama Canal earlier this week, will be in Port Everglades on Friday, where it will view infrastructure improvements and tour the terminal used by the Oasis, the world's largest cruise ship.

In 2005, Brazil was the Port of Miami's fourth-largest trading partner. But that year, the Chilean shipping line CSAV, which provides direct service to Santos, relocated to Port Everglades, where it could have its own terminal.

For four years, the Port of Miami had no direct shipping service to Brazil. But in June 2009, NYK, a Japanese shipping line, began weekly service between Miami and Santos.

TRADE GROWING
Since then, Port of Miami-Brazil trade has picked up. For the fiscal year that ends Sept. 30, trade between Miami's port and Brazil will be about 150,000 tons and it will probably rank as the 12th-most important trading partner, said Juan Kuryla, deputy port director.
``This shows you what just one service can do,'' Kuryla said.

Before CSAV started its Port Everglades-Santos service, Brazil barely registered in Port Everglades statistics. Now Port Everglades has four shipping lines that call on Santos and a fifth, Bringer Lines, that serves the Amazon region.

In fiscal 2009, Port Everglades' two-way containerized trade with Brazil totaled 252,273 tons. Carlos Buqueras, the port's director of business development, expects it to be even higher this fiscal year.

``We're the No. 1 trading port with Brazil in Florida,'' he said.

Meanwhile, the Port of Miami is intent on rebuilding its trade relationship with Brazil. Johnson, Kuryla, Charlotte Gallogly, president of the World Trade Center Miami, and Jose Perez-Jones, senior vice president of Seaboard Marine, visited Santos and Sao Paulo in April.

They emphasized that Miami is the closest U.S. port to Brazil, that it is top-rated for security and that it is the state's top port for containerized cargo.

Like Santos, Miami is preparing for post-Panamax vessels -- larger ships that will ply the Panama Canal after its expansion is completed in 2014. Among the projects Miami is working on is a $1 billion underwater tunnel that will speed truck traffic to and from the port.

To accommodate the larger ships, it also needs to dredge the harbor to a depth of 50feet. Although it has approval for the dredging project, it still needs $75 million in federal money.

``In a few years, 90 percent of our traffic will be post-Panamax vessels. The Port of Santos must be prepared. We want to enhance our business with the United States -- and especially the Port of Miami,'' said Carlos Kopittique, commercial director of the Port of Santos.

A TUNNEL, TOO?
The Brazilian port is undergoing a $120 million dredging project to accommodate the larger ships.
``I'm amazed your problems are quite similar to ours,'' Kopittique said. Currently, he said, there's a discussion about whether to build a tunnel or bridge in Santos to relieve congestion
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